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MR. KHALIL' S DECLARATION TO MAX CLOS
SPECIAL ENVOY OF” LE FIGARO” NOW IN KHARTOUM

* The ex-prime minister declared to me that” without the military

junta the Sudan would have the same dramatic event as Lebanon”
The clean coup d'etat.

Abdulla Khalil declared to me that ““ we had a clean coup d'etat here,
carried out exclusively by Sudanese without foreign influence. The coup
d etat had been planned for three months and I was kept informed.”

Khalil hinted that he had even been consulted. “If the military junta
had not seized power,” Khalil continued, “the situation have become very
serious. Subversive elements were preparing their own coup detat. It was
Time to put a stop to them. Foreign infiltration had started. Certain foreign
countries had managed to gain the support of some of the politicians by
means of bribery and craft. Without the military Junta the Sudan undoubtly
would have been the scene of the same dramatic event that took place in
Lebanon”

Khalil believed that the majority of Sudanese is against the union with
Egypt and is not pro-Nasser. However, he also added that the Sudan must
have friendly relation with its power-ful neighbour. When I asked him
about his relations with General Abboud, Khalil hesitated, then answered.”
He is certainly not my best friend but our erlation are cordial, I do not plan
to leave Khartoum now, but I shall stay here and lam ready to co-operate
with the new Government if it wants me.”

From Sudan Embassy In paris, 25th November, 1958.
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